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Roads To Learning & Earning (RTLE)  
 

“Learning & Earning After High School: The Role of Transition 
Services in Raising Expectations and Attitudes for Students with 

Intellectual Disabilities”  
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Current Pilot LEA Partners 

 

Burke      Catawba       Cleveland      Graham        Harnett  McDowell 

RTLE History 
u Three year contract through the 

North Carolina Council on 
Developmental Disabilities (Year 2 
ends Oct. 2015) 

u In collaboration with North 
Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction 

 

RTLE Mission and Goals 
•  To change attitudes and increase 

expectations of administrators, teachers, 
families, students, and community service 
providers with increased opportunities and 
more positive outcomes with individuals with 
intellectual disabilities 
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RTLE Objectives 
u Raising expectations of students, families, 

teachers, and administrators   
u Demonstrating possibilities of competitive 

employment, postsecondary education/training, 
and community living options for youth with 
intellectual disabilities (e.g., highlighting 
success videos and stories across NC) 

u Providing teachers, families, and school districts 
with a web-based resource as a guiding 
blueprint for preparing students with intellectual 
disabilities with opportunities for positive post-
school outcomes 

Achievements in Year 1 & 2 
u  Created active Advisory Groups in partnering LEAs made up of 

educators, families, administrators, service providers, and 
students with ID 

u  Developed a web-based blueprint for educators, families, and 
students in middle and high school (rtle.org) 

u  Developed and collected resources from educators, families, 
community agencies, and students (e.g., lesson plans and videos) 

u  Conducted focus groups/surveys with all LEAs to measure 
expectations and evaluation input for the RTLE web-based 
blueprint for teachers, families, and students 

u  Built upon existing collaboration with DPI and other community 
organizations to promote sustainability 

u  Enhanced social media efforts (RTLE YouTube channel) with 
collection of success videos to increase site traffic and 
interactivity 

 

Overall Findings: Focus Groups and Surveys 
u  A need for more centralized transition resources in one place 

connecting families, students, educators, and service providers 
u  Families, students, and adult service providers continue to be left 

out of the transition planning and goal setting process 
u  Staff turnover has impacted the continuous support and training 

needed to address statewide transition training 
u  Expectations of family members and school personnel reported 

lower expectations for getting a job, driver’s license, living outside 
the home, and pursuing postsecondary education compared to 
students with intellectual disabilities 

u  A need to collect resources and strategies that work beyond 
compliance on the “what and how” positive post-school outcomes 
really occur 

u  A simple platform that highlights student and family friendly 
transition success stories and shared resources across NC  
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WWW.RTLE.ORG HOMEPAGE  

  Organized by Five Domains 

For Teachers, Families, AND Students 
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Objectives, Activities, and Resources  

For Middle and High Schools 
Broad in MS 

Specific in HS 

Resources Organized by Domain 

Broad in MS 

Specific in HS 



10/2/15 

6 

 Video Success Stories (60+) 

 Parent Interview: Road to College 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jb0550xHNQQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avZiuCXOuBY#t=13  

 Teacher Interview: Road to 
Community Living 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Vrz29n8kG_0&list=PLhM6bS46EjTjDbjb9C5ikHnoQ29ec7a9G&index=10  

 Student Video Resume:  
Road to Work 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCRSGmSQ4i8  

 Parent to Parent Mentoring 
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 Lesson Plan Resources 
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How Can You Help Us?  
We NEED Videos and Lesson Plans 
1.  Past and present students with ID who are employed, 

attending PSE programs, and/or living independently. 
(Talking about their job, school, independent living and how 
they became successful) 

2.  Community service providers explaining eligibility and what 
services their agencies provide 

3.  Expert teachers in North Carolina explaining how to 
complete Secondary Transition Component of IEP for 
compliance, as well as providing resources used that have 
a direct impact on postsecondary and employment goals/
outcomes  
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 Questions and Discussion 
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David L. Westling, Ed.D. 
NCCDD RTLE Co-Grant Project Director 

westling@email.wcu.edu 
828-227-3287 

Megan M. McLaughlin, MPA  
NCCDD RTLE Grant Project Coordinator 

mmmclaughlin@email.wcu.edu  
828-227-2084 

Kelly R. Kelley, Ph.D. 
NCCDD RTLE Co-Grant Project Director 

kkelley@email.wcu.edu 
828-227-2990 


